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Congratulations  
2011 Florida Keys Contractors Association Scholarship Winners 

 
On Tuesday, June 7, 2011, John Keller presented the Florida Keys Contractors Association Scholarship  

Award Winner for 2011 
to Marathon High School Senior Matt McKeon.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

Matt McKeon 
 
 

On Wednesday, June 8, 2011, Brook Thommes presented the Florida Keys Contractors Association Scholarship 
Award Winner for 2011 

to Key West High School Senior Robert Romanoff.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Romanoff 
 

Matt will be attending the University of South Florida and Robert will be attending Florida State University.  We con-
gratulate them and wish them great success. 

 
The Florida Keys Contractors Associations annual golf tournament and poker run are the main fundraisers for our Monroe 

County High School Scholarship Award Program.  The Association awards students from Marathon, Coral Shores and Key West 
High Schools who intend on majoring in the Construction, Architectural Construction or Construction  

Engineering Field. 

FKCA Scholarship Winners 



PROTECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS 
  

Report Unlicensed Activity to  
Florida Department of Business  
Professional Regulation (DPBR) 

  
To report unlicensed activity, please call the DPBR’s  

Unlicensed Activity Hotline at 1.866.532.1440,  
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Eastern Time) 

or e-mail the information to ULA@dbpr.state.fl.us. 
  

or locally call 305 289-2508, Code Enforcement Contractor Inspector 
305 289-2583 Contractor Licensing Coordinator 
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Building, boat dock projects in jeopardy 
BY TIMOTHY O’HARA Free Press Staff 
 
A land mitigation bank that supports development in the Florida 
Keys will expire in 2013 if a series of federal requirements is 
not met, and developers are worried about it. 
 
If the Keys Environmental Restoration Fund (KERF) doesn’t 
make the deadline, projects — from big developments to clear-
ing mangroves to small backyard dock work — would be jeop-
ardized.  That’s because they wouldn’t be able to receive per-
mits from the Army Corps of Engineers, according to local con-
tractors and Monroe County government officials. 
 
“This impacts everyone from the big developer to the regular 
Joe Citizen property owner,” said Mike Roberts, a Monroe 
County planner. “This is a common solution for the mitigation 
for boat docks and sea wall repair.” 
 
KERF, a privately operated, non-government fund started in the 
1980s, works in cooperation with Audubon of Florida. Devel-
opers and property owners pay into the fund, which is used to 
buy conservation lands elsewhere or to mitigate wetlands filled 
during development projects.  The Army Corps laid out a se-
ries of requirements to be completed in 2008, and they were-
n’t, Roberts said, so the federal regulatory agency extended the 
deadline to 2013.  “[KERF] has every expectation that we will 
meet the June 2013 deadline for compliance,” said Jeanette 
Hobbs, a fund administrator, in an email to the Free Press. 
“KERF is responding to corps requests for additional informa-

tion as they are received, and we are making progress to-
ward full compliance with the rule.”  Hobbs said the compli-
ance process is complex.  “KERF has submitted all material 
and information required to date, and has made significant 
progress over the last few months,” Hobbs wrote, but she 
would not respond to questions about how the fund remains 
noncompliant.   
 
To date, the fund has completed 55 restoration projects and 
15 management projects. For wetland restoration alone, the 
fund has removed fill from just over 50 acres and has re-
moved four miles of abandoned roadbed, and the restored 
water flows have “enhanced” about 1,000 acres of wetland 
or nearshore waters, according to Hobbs. 
 
There is no other fund in the Keys to handle mitigation of 
Army Corps-regulated projects, and without it, property 
owners would have to mitigate development on their own 
property or purchase property off-site, which could be ex-
pensive, Roberts said. 
“The general public doesn’t know about this and is not going 
to know until they try to do a project and they can’t,” said 
Murray Shatt, who owns Lifetime Dock and Lumber Inc.  
“This involves anything that needs an Army Corps permit, 
whether that be dock work or clearing a mangrove.” 
 
Florida Power & Light Co. several years ago offered to ex-
tend its mitigation bank to the Keys, but the Monroe County 
Commission and the Florida Keys Marine Sanctuary Advisory 
Committee objected, Shatt said. They were concerned 
that money from local projects would go to fund mitigation 
work outside the Keys, he said.  

Permits hinge on fund compliance 
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Safety ???? 

Morons At Work 
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DEMANDSTARDEMANDSTARDEMANDSTARDEMANDSTAR    
 

MEMBERS 
 

Take advantage of this free basic service 
 
Onvia DemandStar directly connects you to government 
contracts. You specify the types of bids you want to re-

ceive, and we notify you when an Onvia DemandStar 
government agency has an opportunity that matches 

your business. 
 

Login to Demandstar and search our local municipalities; 
get basis information for free and if you want plans/

specs it cost $5.00 to download each project.  You can 
also get a list of everyone who is requesting information 

on projects that you are interested in. 
 

Want more information  
log on to: 

 onviacenter.com/content/demandstar_subscriptions 
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HELPFUL CONTACTS: 
  
Monroe County Code Enforcement; Ronda Norman, Director; Norman-Ronda@MonroeCounty-FL.Gov      
City of Marathon Code Compliance; Cynthia McPherson, Code Supervisor; mcphersonc@ci.marathon.fl.us 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR); Bill Tejeda; Guillermo.tejeda@dbpr.state.fl.us 
Division of Worker’s Compensation, John Kulha, Compliance Investigator; john.kulha@myfloridacfo.com 
  
Army Corps Regulatory Program: 
USACE Home Page:        www.saj.usace.army.mil 
Permit Listing:                 www.saj.usace.army.mil/regulatory/permitting_gp.htm 
 
Code Compliance Information 
Upper Keys Office: Lisette Cutie 305-453-8806 
Upper Keys: 305-453-8806 or 305-289-2810 
Middle Keys Office: Heather Stokke, 305-289-2810 
Director: Ronda Norman, 305-289-2520 
Lower Keys Office: Sylvia Atwell, 305-292-4495 
Lynn Tsouchios: 305-289-2528 or 305-289-2508 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPCOMING MEETINGS OF THE BOCC,  COUNTY PLANNING  
COMMISSION, CEB, &  MEETINGS FOR THE CITY OF MARATHON, CITY OF KEY COLONY BEACH AND 

ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS 
AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2011 

 
DATE   TIME  TYPE OF MEETING    LOCATION 
 
8/9 (Tue)  9:30am  CEB       Marathon Gov. Center           
                                  (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor)  
 
8/9 (Tue)  9:30am  KCB City Commission Meeting   City Hall, Key Colony Beach 
 
8/9 (Tue)  10:00am  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Fire Station #14             
     Staff Agenda Briefing Workshop   (8900 O/S Hwy)  
 
8/9 (Tue)  5:30pm  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Gov. Center 
           (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
8/9 (Thu)   5:30pm  Village Regular Council Meeting   Founders Park CC  
     Islamorada, Village of Islands    (87000 O/S Hwy) 
 
8/10 (wed)  9:30am  KCB Code Enforcement    City Hall, Key Colony Beach 
 
8/15 (Mon)  5:30pm  Marathon City Planning    Marathon Fire Station #14             
     Commission Meeting    (8900 O/S Hwy) 
 
8/16 (Tue)  9:30am  KCB Utility Board    City Hall, Key Colony Beach 
 
8/17-8/18  9:00am  BOCC      Nelson Gov. Center                       
(Wed/Thu)          (102050 /S Hwy, Key Largo) 
 
8/17 (Wed)  9:30am  KCB Planning & Zoning    City Hall, Key Colony Beach 
 
8/18 (Thu)   5:30pm  Village Council Budget Workshop   Founders Park CC  
     Special Revenue & Enterprise Fund   (87000 O/S Hwy)  
    
8/23 (Tue)  10:00am  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Fire Station #14             
     Staff Agenda Briefing Workshop   (8900 O/S Hwy)  
 
8/23 (Tue)  5:30pm  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Gov. Center 
           (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
8/24 (Wed)  6:00pm  Marathon City Code Board Meeting  Marathon Fire Station #14             
           (8900 O/S Hwy) 
 
8/25 (Thu)  9:30am  KCB City Commission Meeting   City Hall, Key Colony Beach 
 
8/25 (Thu)   5:30pm  Village Regular Council Meeting   Founders Park CC  
     Islamorada, Village of Islands    (87000 O/S Hwy) 
 

9/5/11 (MON) ALL COUNTY & CITY OFFICES CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 
 

9/8 (Tue)  5:30pm  Marathon City Council    Marathon Gov. Center 
     First Public Budget Hearing   (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
9/13 (Tue)  9:30am  CEB       Marathon Gov. Center           
                                  (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
(cont’d p, 13)  
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DATE   TIME  TYPE OF MEETING    LOCATION 
 
9/13 (Tue)  10:00am  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Fire Station #14             
     Staff Agenda Briefing Workshop   (8900 O/S Hwy)  
 
9/13 (Tue)  5:30pm  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Gov. Center 
     & Final Public Budget Hearing   (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
9/14 (Wed)  10:00am  MC Planning Commission Meeting   Marathon Gov. Center 
           (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
9/19 (Mon)  5:30pm  Marathon City Planning    Marathon Fire Station #14             
     Commission Meeting    (8900 O/S Hwy) 
 
9/21-9/22  9:00am  BOCC      Marathon Gov. Center                    
(Wed/Thu)          (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
9/27 (Tue)  10:00am  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Fire Station #14             
     Staff Agenda Briefing Workshop   (8900 O/S Hwy)  
 
9/27 (Tue)  5:30pm  Marathon City Council Meeting   Marathon Gov. Center 
           (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
9/28 (Wed)  10:00am  MC Planning Commission Meeting   Marathon Gov. Center 
           (2798 O/S Hwy, 2nd Floor) 
 
9/28 (Wed)  6:00pm  Marathon City Code Board Meeting  Marathon Fire Station #14             

           (8900 O/S Hwy) 



 
Advertising in the FKCA Hotline is available to all members 
Member Rates: 
Business card size Ad - $14.59 per month 
¼ page ad - $25.00 per month 
½ page ad - $47.92 per month 
Non-Members are welcome to advertise, however  Non-Member 
Rates are considerably higher. 
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With strong NAHB support, the House Appropriations Committee approved a key amendment offered by 

Rep. Denny Rehberg (R-Mont.) this week that would cut funding for EPA enforcement of the lead paint 

rule until the agency approves an appropriate "test kit" for ascertaining the presence of lead paint.  
 

Responding to concerns from NAHB Remodelers, affiliated trade groups and other contractors in his home state and the rest of the 
country, Rep. Rehberg is putting additional pressure on the Environmental Protection Agency to make much-needed improvements 
to the Lead: Repair, Renovation and Painting rule. On July 12, he offered an amendment to the Interior Department's appropria-
tions bill that would restrict funding for EPA enforcement activities related to the rule until the agency approves a test kit that meets 
the “false positive” and “false negative” criteria stated in the regulation. The night before this amendment was introduced, 
NAHB sent out a special alert to our members whose congressional representatives sit on the Appropriations Committee, asking 
them to immediately contact their lawmakers and urge their support for it. NAHB also organized a joint letter of support to the 
Appropriations Committee from a coalition of 24 stakeholders including the Associated General Contractors of America, Hearth, 
Patio & Barbecue Association, National Association of Realtors® and the National Association of the Remodeling Industry. Our 
members responded immediately by calling and emailing their representatives' offices, and as a result, the amendment was passed 
by voice vote on July 13. Though the measure must be approved by the full House and Senate before it goes to the President’s 
desk, this latest advancement marks a great step forward for NAHB's efforts to seek common-sense answers about the rule, which 
applies to homes built before 1978. It's also a testament to the effectiveness of our Remodelers' members, whose swift response to 
NAHB's alert certainly contributed to its passage by the committee. Read more in Nation's Building News or visit www.nahb.org/
leadpaint for information about compliance and enforcement of the lead paint rule. Contact: Elizabeth Odina (800-368-5242, x8570)  

BREAKING NEWS: EPA Rejects Clearance Testing Requirements  
In good news received by NAHB on Friday afternoon, the Environmental Protection Agency announced that it was rejecting a pro-
posal to add third-party clearance testing to requirements under the Lead: Renovation, Repair and Painting Rule. In an official 
statement applauding the move, NAHB Remodelers Chairman Bob Peterson said, "We're pleased that the EPA listened to the con-
cerns of remodelers about the extreme costs and lack of safety improvements that the proposed clearance testing would have en-

tailed." Currently, the lead rule applies to homes built prior to 1978 and requires renovators and their firms to be certified in EPA's 
lead-safe practices, perform so-called "visual clearance" following renovation work, and comply with EPA record-keeping require-
ments. The proposal that EPA has just rejected would have required contractors to hire EPA-accredited dust samplers to collect sev-
eral samples after a renovation and send them to an EPA-accredited lab for lead testing  -- at a cost of more than $260 per room. By 
EPA's own estimates, the annual cost of this rule to the remodeling industry would have been more than $400 million. The cost con-

siderations, as well as the waiting period for test results and the limited number of accredited labs nationwide, made professional 
remodelers very concerned about home owners' willingness to undergo the process. NAHB Remodelers Council members and staff 
met repeatedly with both EPA officials and representatives from the Office of Management and Budget to express these concerns 

and urge the agency to reconsider the proposed regulation. Strong Congressional support for this has come from Sen. James Inhofe 
(R-Okla.) and Reps. Denny Rehberg (R-Mont.) and Bob Latta (R-Ohio). And with NAHB's urging, the regulation was accepted for 

review per a Presidential Executive Order aimed at reducing the impacts of federal rules on small business and job crea-
tion.  Thankfully, this review has resulted in the right outcome for remodelers and their customers. Read more in NAHB's press re-

lease. Contact: Matt Watkins (800-368-5242, x8327)  

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS 
Monday Morning Briefing 

July 18, 2011 
Amendment Would Cut Funding for Lead Paint Rule Enforcement  
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Application for Membership is hereby made for a    
 
Business Name:             C.C.#:      
 
 
Mailing Address:               
          City                   Zip 
 
Physical Address:               
          City                                      Zip 
 
Business Telephone:        Fax:       Cell:      
 
Type of Business:              
 
Applicant or Representative:             
 
Email:                
 
Best way for us to contact you/correspond with you:           

(via email, phone, mail etc.) 
 

Membership Dues:  Dues for Membership Application are $300.00 
Application is hereby made for membership in the Florida Keys Contractor’s Association, Inc.  Application will be reviewed by 
the Board of Directors and applicant will be notified in writing.  If approved, applicant will abide by the Association’s Charter 
and Bylaws will support its objectives and pay all established dues.   
 
 

Date:       Signed:           
 
Applicant sponsored by:               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PO Box 522797, Marathon Shores, FL  33052-797  

Phone:  305-743-9409 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 

The above application is hereby approved by the Board of Directors for membership on  
 

this    day of    , 20 .    Membership dues in the amount of $   received. 



  
 
 
 

For information, please contact the FKCA at: 
 
P.O. Box 522797 
Marathon Shores, FL 33052-2797 
 
Tel. 305-743-9409 
 
We’re on the web at: 
www.floridakeyscontractorsassoc.com 
 

Our Board of Directors 
 
President 
Mr. Chris Gratton 305-481-1582 
 
Vice President 
Mr. Murray Shatt 305-745-2840 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Mr. Brian Botsford 305-743-9644 
 
Directors 
Mr. Todd Childress 305-743-7072 
Mr. Jim Groff 305-296-6581 
Mr. John Keller 305-304-9232 
Mr. Harry Kostic 305-289-2587 
Mr. Bruce McClenithan, 305-852-4300 
Mr. Brooks Thommes 305-872-2033 
 
Life Directors 
Mr. James Aultman, 305-743-5984 
Mr. Dale Baker, 305-743-3688 
Ms. Mickee Brown, 305-522-0430 
Mr. William J.C. Devitt, 305-743-5438 
Mr. David Tuttle, 305-872-9087 
 
Administrative Assistant to the Board: 
admin@floridakeyscontractorsassoc.com 

Florida Keys Contractors 

Association 

 FKCA 
P.O. Box 522797 
Marathon Shores, FL 33052-2797 


